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that she has charge of the Seal of our finances, and that she alone will provide and dispose of the offices of our country over here. . . ."
No one was more delighted with this event than the Emperor, who wrote to Marguerite to express his great satisfaction:
" Very dear and most beloved daughter,—We have received your letters of the 25th of October, and by them we understand the honour and authority that our good son the Catholic King has recently made and bestowed on you, of which we are very joyful and have good hope that you will so acquit yourself to the good care, the guiding, and the conduct of his affairs, that he will have cause not only to be content, but will also increase your authority more and more, as your good nephew. In which he could do nothing more pleasing to us. So God knows, and may He, my very dear and much-loved daughter, have you in His keeping.
" Written in our town of Wels, December 12,1518. " Your good father, MAXI."
Marguerite makes an allusion in her letter to the coming of Ferdinand, the younger brother of Charles and now a boy of fourteen. In sending him over to Flanders, Charles broke one of his engagements with the Cortes of Castile, who had made him promise to keep his brother in Spain until the succession was assured. This and other matters, especially the friction between the Flemings in power, and the nobles of Spain, did not tend to make his reception         1518, thin iHltc't wan fully confirmed by
